6th Annual Boone County Big Give - December 2-7, 2019!

Summer
2019

Follow us on Facebook: @BCBigGive or visit BCBigGive.org

The BCFF is proud to announce the dates for the 2019 Boone County Big Give! Once
again, neighbors and friends will come together to support charitable needs across
the county. Registration for Boone County charitable organizations is open through
October 1, 2019 with giving starting Monday, December 2!
The BCFF underwrites this event as a way to spark conversation and awareness about
local needs. We encourage anyone with an interest in Boone County to learn more
about our incredible organizations and join in the giving! Every dollar raised stays in
Boone County to help fulfill local needs that benefit quality of life.

A Summary of the First Five Years

2019 BCFF Committee
Tom Briese - St. Edward

YEAR

# OF
ORGANIZATIONS

# OF
DONORS

2014

13

653

$169,855.21

Doug Koch - Petersburg

2015

16

807

$142,112.03

Rex Mahoney - Albion

2016

23

1,069

$186,349.06

Bev Schuele - Cear Rapids

2017

25

1,235

$171,554.09

Tina Stokes - Petersburg

2018

27

1,103

$184,771.01

Jay Wolf - Albion

TOTALS

104 PROJECTS

4,867

$854,641.40

Tracy Zentner - Cedar Rapids

DOLLARS RAISED

Lisa Carder - Albion
Dr. Kate Kusek Johnson - Albion
Kurt Kruse - Albion
Mollie Morrow - Albion
Roberta Seda - Albion
Virginia Whidden - St. Edward
Dr. Jeremy Young - Albion

Interested in giving to any of the projects featured here?
Visit nebcommfound.org/give/boone-county-foundation-fund/
and scroll through current giving opportunities.
Why Make a Gift of Grain or Livestock
There are tax advantages for farmers who make gifts of grain or livestock to their community fund or favorite charity. When
producers transfer legal ownership of the commodity to a charity before it is sold, they reduce their tax liability, and they can
still deduct all their expenses involved with the production of the agricultural gift. Tax savings may be realized on federal
income tax, state income tax and self-employment tax, depending on the producer’s specific circumstances.
Producers should check with their professional advisors to determine whether a
contribution of commodities is appropriate to their tax situation. They should then
notify the Boone County Foundation Fund or the Nebraska Community Foundation in
advance of making a gift, as there are specific procedures that need to be followed to
obtain the desired tax treatment of a gift of grain or livestock. (Source: Nebraska
Community Foundation)

Creating Opportunity Through Childcare
Follow us on Facebook: @BooneBeginnings or BooneBeginnings.com
A lack of childcare across Boone County isn't a new concern. For the last several
years, the Boone County Foundation Fund has been proactively gaining
knowledge, considering solutions, and working with other local groups to
determine the right answer to meet the needs of area parents and children. Boone
Beginnings Early Childhood and Family Development Center will provide childcare
and high-quality programming for up to 80 children from ages six weeks through
preschool. Located in the county hub of Albion, Boone Beginnings will offer childcare, parent education and a support network for all
licensed childcare providers in Boone County.
Research shows there is currently an 80-child gap in care, meaning the need is great and existing providers are unable to serve all of
those in need of childcare. Boone Beginnings will not take away from current providers; rather, this facility will further support what
they're already doing. By working together we'll be able to meet the needs of area youth in a way that can improve programming
and the overall experience.
KEY BENEFITS WHEN WE FOCUS ON CHILD DEVELOPMENT:
High-functioning children - receiving care with an educational foundation will help young children be better equipped to
succeed in school and beyond.
Fewer tax dollars allocated to corrective programming - By bridging intellectual gaps, we can work to reduce the number of
students requiring additional help via supplemental educational programming.
Peace of mind for parents - Boone Beginnings will help parents feel confident in their child's care, and it will fill the gap in
available childcare, which opens the door for parents who opted to stay home due to lack of care to rejoin the workforce.
More young families drawn to our communities - For many adults, access to quality schools and childcare plays a key role in
their decision on where to live and work. Boone Beginnings will further add to the appeal of raising children in our County.

Boone County Trails System Update
Follow us on Facebook: @BCTrailSystem

The Boone County Trails System-Fairgrounds and Fuller Park Loop officially
opened late last fall and has been a popular destination for area residents
and visitors alike. The Boone County Foundation Fund played an integral role
in this project as the fundraising hub with member of our advisory committee
serving on the planning committee. Following the completion of the trail, a
Boone County Friends of the Trail committee was formed, which is a group of
volunteers working to further enhance the experience through
improvements such as landscaping and seating along the trail. Funds raised
during the 2018 Boone County Big Give will support these and other future
projects to help improve and maintain the trail system. If anyone is interested
in adding a memorial bench along the trail, please contact Rex Mahoney
at 402-649-1816.
The 1.8-mile concrete walking/biking trail begins at Fuller Park and loops through
the Boone County Fairgrounds. The picture at right shows a section of trail
running through Fuller Park.

$11,700 Awarded to Local Organizations as Part of Our Annual Grant Program
Follow us on Facebook: @BooneCountyFoundation
or visit BooneCountyFoundation.com
Bev Schuele of BCFF (back left) presented grants to: (back, l.-r.) Paul
Hosford, Joan Berney, Mike Malander, Tom Naughtin, (front, l.-r.) Staci
Wright, Jenni DeWitt, Irene Dresch, and Bryan Molt.

2019 BCFF Grant Recipients Include:

A total of $11,700 in grant funds were presented to eight projects
and organizations by the Boone County Foundation Fund Grant
Program on Tuesday, March 26, during a meeting of the BCFF
Advisory Board. The grant dollars are intended to enhance the
quality of life in Boone County and help meet the county’s
changing needs by supporting local non-profit initiatives each
year. Funds are disbursed from the BCFF Endowment Account
within the Nebraska Community Foundation.

Albion Area Arts Council: $1,500 for the 2019 programs to be presented during the 2019 season;
City of Albion: $1,500 for improving facilities and equipment at the Albion Sports Complex;
Albion Public Library: $1,000 to enhance and improve the Summer Reading Program;
Boone County Health Center Foundation: $1,000 to assist with the cost of purchasing new 3D mammography unit for the
health center;
Boone County Historical Society: $1,500 to purchase a security camera system for the Boone County Museum;
Cedar Rapids Senior Center: $700 to purchase an insulated food carrier and a new television;
Good Samaritan Society, Albion: $1,500 to assist in remodeling the main hallway between the residential wings of Wolf
Memorial Home;
Primrose Rural Fire District: $1,500 to install air conditioning in the Primrose Fire Station.
Village of Primrose: $1,500 to install air conditioning and remodel restrooms in the Primrose Community Center.
Through generous donations and matching grants, the BCFF Endowment Fund has grown to $1.6 million. The principal is invested,
and a percentage of earnings are distributed in annual grants to nonprofit organizations. Grants are awarded to projects and
programs that have a long-term impact on Boone County. Applications cannot be accepted for general building maintenance or
unrestricted operating expenses. Since the beginning of this grant program, the BCFF Endowment Fund has contributed more than
$226,000 to more than 40 Boone County organizations.

Blessings in a Backpack-Albion
Follow us on Facebook: @BlessingsinaBackpackAlbion

Blessings in a Backpack - Albion is a program made up of volunteers who provide food on the
weekend for elementary school children throughout the school year who might struggle with food
insecurity during the time they are away from school. The program began serving kids at both Boone Central and St.
Michael's School in January and provided weekend supplemental food to approximately 60 children every weekend until
the school year ended.
The hope is to grow the program through identifying more
children in need and reaching any older siblings that could benefit
from the weekend food as well. The program is sustained through
local donations and grants, and the program will again offer food
to children in need during this 2019-2020 school year. The BCFF is
committed to providing financial support of this program.
Blessings in a Backpack-Albion is a chapter of Blessings in a
Backpack, a national 501c3 organization committed to addressing
childhood hunger.

Cardinal Kids Club
Follow us on Facebook: @CardinalKidsClub
The Cardinal Kids Club (CKC) finished it's second year of after-school programming. During the
school year, CKC increased enrollment and finished the year with 38 students in K-5th grades
attending on either a full-time or part-time basis. Once again weekly programming was
planned and implemented that not only focused on STEM concepts, but was also driven by
student interest and community partnerships. Some of the programming included:
Crochet club, taught by a local high school teacher
Deconstruction club where students took a part old computers and electronics
(materials were donated by Applied Connectives)
Gross science club, which included a visit from local lab techs
CKC has kicked off its 9-week summer program. Each week focuses on
a different theme. Some of the themes include: Nature Exploration, Arts
and Crafts, Animals, Movie and Film Production, Time Travel, etc. Each
morning is dedicated towards hands-on activities centered around a
particular theme. During the afternoons kids will do a variety of activities
including swimming at the local pool, visiting the Good Samaritan
gardens and residents, taking part in daily literacy time, and
traveling for Friday field trips. The summer program is designed to
keep kids active, engaged, and having fun!

Boone County Ag & Education Center Currently Under Construction
A combined effort of Boone County, the Boone County Ag Society, and a group of interested citizens, the Boone County Agriculture
and Education Center will provided the needed space and facilities for a wide range of events and opportunities that support
quality of life for area residents and visitors. From livestock events to 4-H educational session to larger ag industry shows, the Center
opens the door to elevating what we're able to offer area youth, as well as draw visitors to the area to support local economic
development. Members of the Boone County Foundation Fund have served on the committee for planning and fundraising, and are
working closely with other local organizations to assure the project fulfills a wide variety of needs and interests.
The building is located on the Boone County Fairgrounds and is currently under construction. Features of this multi-purpose
building include: indoor arena, classroom space, concessions and office space. Portable livestock pens will be used during needed
events and will be stored to accommodate larger events such as youth livestock education, farm shows and concerts. To-date, more
than $1.7mil has been raised, and the committee is working toward establishing an endowment to support long-term needs.
KEY BENEFITS OF THE BOONE COUNTY AG & EDUCATION CENTER
Increased economic activity in the County
Year-round facility use
Opportunities of use for all ages
Trade shows

Hosting regional events
Business, education and recreation
events

Interested in giving to any of the projects featured here?
Visit nebcommfound.org/give/boone-county-foundation-fund/
and scroll through current giving opportunities.

